Accessing pc/MRP from MS Access

 

Marc Brown of Inpractis Corporation, took the time to delve into the mysteries of interfacing MS Access to pc/MRP Version 8.00.

 

I have successfully connected to pcMRP Visual FoxPro dbf using Microsoft ODBC VFP drivers. 

 

You can inform your customers to do the following:

 

Go to the following URL to download the Visual FoxPro ODBC Driver:

 

http://msdn.microsoft.com/vfoxpro/downloads/updates/odbc/default.aspx 
 

You should download the language appropriate version of VFPODBC.MSI.

 

Though it doesn’t mention Windows XP, it appears to work fine.

This is the installer for the driver. 

 

Run the installer.

 

You now have ODBC support for Visual FoxPro.

 

 

You may now go into Microsoft Access and Link or Import a table.

 

This is achieved by going to File/Get External Data. 

 

In Files of Type select ODBC Database () at the very end of the list.

 

This will bring up the following dialog box after you select the Machine Data Source tab.

 


 

 

Double click on Visual FoxPro Tables. 

 

This will bring up another dialog:
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Enter the path to the pcmrpw DIRECTORY. 

 

Click OK and you should get the following dialog listing the available tables:
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Click on the tables to which you want to link. 

 

You can select multiple tables.

 

You do not need to hold down the Control key.

 

Click OK and the tables should be linked in MS Access.

 

Be aware that the Partmast table exceeds the allowed 2k size for a record. 

To access this table, you must create a select query and choose only those fields you need. 

 

If you select all fields, you will receive an error.

 

I don’t know if there are other tables that have the same problem. 

 

So far, I have confirmed that ADDRBOOK, BOM, and STOCKTRA work fine.

NOTE: In pc/MRP version 8.00D and above, you may print out the PARTMAST data to a DB-III file format or a Visual FoxPro DB file format. If you choose the DBF format, you will be able to import the PARTMAST data into MS Access. With this scenario, you do not need to install the ODBC drivers to access the PARTMAST file. Go to Modules, Inventory, Reports. Then choose the output format as DBF file. When you press OK, You get another choice for a dBase III file format or Visual FoxPro format. Choose dBase III file format. Save the output file to a disk location you can easily link or import from.
 

As always, this should carry a word of caution. 

 

One could easily corrupt the pcMRP tables if they are not careful or don’t know what they are doing.

 

At no time should anyone be writing data using MS Access when others are logged on to the program.

 

